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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

All quotations are from the ESV.

CHAPTER 1

1:1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The very first sentence of the Gospel of John begins in English as the book of Genesis does.
Something existed “in the beginning”... something (or someone) that was present during the
creation account of Genesis. Not only was this thing or being - here described as the Word -
present during creation, it was present with God during creation. The only being or entity that
could have existed during creation is God Himself; therefore, the logical conclusion must be
made that “the Word was God.”

1:2) He was in the beginning with God.

Given the context of this sentence, it is evident that “the Word” that was mentioned as being
present with God (1:1), is assigned the male gender. Therefore a mystery exists - who is He? And
how did this He manifest Himself?

1:3) All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made.

The one who was present with God, was God, and is personified as a He… everything was
created through Him. The word “through” in Greek is a primary preposition, meaning that it is
denoting the means by which an action was done. Through this personified being (who has yet to
have been given a specific name), creation - the totality of it - was being made.

1:4) In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

The Word that existed in the beginning, the Word that was identified as being God and the one
through whom all creation was made, life was in Him (for all things - living and nonliving - were
made by Him). The life that he possessed and carried is equated to the light that belongs to
mankind. Therefore, separate and apart from Him, there is no life, and only darkness.

1:5) The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Word of God that is God that contains life… He is opposite of darkness. The light, if it is
possessed by man, will cause its carrier to be set apart and distinct. And with the light, there is
continual victory over darkness.
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1:6-8) There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through Him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.

Following the description of “the Word” (v.1-5), a new description begins with a totally different
character. This character was a man sent from God - a God sent prophet. The name of this man is
John (not to be confused with the John who authored this book). John is described further as “a
witness” - someone who bore a testimony about the light. Why did he bear witness about the
light? He bore witness because believers had to be made. He had a message from God to deliver,
and his mouth and speech had to be the vessel by which people were prepared for the mysterious
Light that was to come. There exists in this passage a clear distinction between John and the
Light. As will be seen later on in this gospel, there will be those who confuse John for “the
Light” or Old Testament prophets. However effective John may have been, he was no more than
a God sent witness concerning the Light that was about to come.

1:9) The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.

As already mentioned in the previous verse, John - a man sent from God - was not the true light.
The one and only True Light gives light to all mankind, for it is the standard the light supplies by
which we are called to live. The light was going to manifest itself before its own creation - the
world and all its inhabitants.

1:10) He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know
Him.

The True Light was dwelling among mankind; God came down to His own creation. Since He
created all, He knew all. Everyone and everything was known by Him. However, this is in
contrast to what the world thought of Him. The world did not know Him. Therefore, the world
was without light - an ignorant world without knowledge of God manifesting Himself before
mankind - thus it was a world full of darkness.

1:11) He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.

The Light gave Himself to the world and dwelt with those He created and possessed authority
over. Despite this, humans rejected Him. This verse, and the ones that precede it and
immediately follow after are a summary of the life, ministry, and rejection of the True Light.
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1:12-13) But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God.

“But” implies a contrast with the passages that precede it. In verse 11, the author of the gospel
describes the light as one who was not received. However, in verse 12, we see that there are
those who “did receive Him,” and as a result, they received something in return - adoption into
the family of God. There is no greater privilege than this, but it is only given to those who
receive the light. This is a condition that applies even today. The one who receives the light must
be one who is born of God. As will be seen later in the gospel, there is a pattern one must follow
in order to be born of God (see John 3).

1:14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

In previous verses, the author had continued to personify and illustrate “the Word.” This passage
might be the most important one in the chapter because it ties together prophecy and proof of the
divinity of the One who is being written about. The Word that was present during creation, the
Word that is equated with God, had already manifested Himself in the Flesh (note how the verbs
are past tense, thus John is reflecting about someone in the past who had already come). Not only
that, but he dwelt among us humans. This makes “the Word” Immanuel which is “God with us”
in Hebrew, therefore making this being the One who was prophesied about by the prophet Isaiah
(Isaiah 7:14). The apostle Matthew also caught on to this (see Matthew 1:23). The Word was full
of two different things: grace and truth. Immanuel would in His very essence be all grace, but He
would also be all truth, meaning that the reconciliation of everyone would be dependent on Him
and Him alone.

1:15) (John bore witness about Him, and cried out, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because He was before me.’”)

This verse is a parenthetical that adds some additional information about “the Word” who
became flesh. We learn that John had already bore witness about Him to lay down a foundation
that the Word could build His ministry upon. The Word, though being born after John (Luke
1:57; 2:8ff), actually in fact existed before John. John acknowledges that he must take a lesser
place than the one to come.

1:16) For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.

This verse begins with the word “for” implying that it is carrying on the thought that preceded
the parenthetical interjection in the previous verse. The Son sent from the Father, as mentioned
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previously, was full of grace and truth. However, Christ’s coming to redeem humanity was grace
that we cannot measure, fathom, or fully comprehend - it is simply “grace upon grace.” It is
through Him (the Fullness)- the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - that we have received this
wonderful gift.

1:17) For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Just as Moses, a Biblical figure from the Old Testament who was revered by the Jews, received
the law from God on Mt. Sinai and delivered it to the Hebrew people, Jesus Christ delivered to
the entirety of the human race a law, not based on legalism or heavy conditions that carried
punishment if not met, but a law based on grace and righteousness. This is the Law of Christ.

1:18) No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him
known.

There is an intense and extensive complexity to God and His very being. God has never been
witnessed in His fullest glory, because human minds cannot bear the thought of infinite majesty.
Moses, when he saw the back of God, even he did not witness God Himself (Exod. 33:20-33).
John reiterates that God is one in His being, for He is the only God and there is none like Him.
However, John then states that God sits at the Father’s side. Is this some kind of blasphemy? Is it
some kind of heresy? Absolutely not. John is merely describing the Son - God as a servant - and
His relationship with the Father - God as an authority figure. The Son is about to be made known
to the world because the Father is sending Him. The world will now see the submissive and
servant like nature of God revealed through Jesus Christ.

1:19) And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?”

The author of this gospel, John the Apostle, transitions from a summary of the incarnation of the
Word to a deeper elaboration of the ministry of John the Baptist and Christ. The man sent from
God (v. 6), John the Baptist, was the messenger blazing the trail for Christ. A jewish delegation
from Jerusalem, which was the seat of the Sanhedrin, heard of John’s ministry in the wilderness
(see Luke 3:3 ff.) The jewish delegation, eager from the coming of the Messiah, asked John a
simple yet complex question concerning his identity, for they thought by his message that he
could be the Messiah.

1:20) He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”

John the Baptist openly stated concerning his identity who he was not - he was not the one, true,
prophesied Messiah that they were seeking after.
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1:21) And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

Following John the Baptist’s denial of he being the Christ, the priests and Levites question him
further so that they can know by what authority does he teach and baptize. They first ask
specifically if he ijs Elijah. It is worth noting that Malachi prophesied the coming of Elijah the
Prophet in the last days (see Malachi 4:5-6) so the Jews were looking forward to the return of the
great prophet. However, John denies to be the Elijah whom they are seeking. They then ask him
if he is “the prophet.” It is of personal opinion that they are referring to Jeremiah, who was also
prophesied as returning in 1 and 2 Maccabees. John denies being either one of these individuals.

1:22) So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?”

The priests and Levites again ask a question regarding John’s identity. Because their earlier
questions didn’t result in any helpful answers, they try a different approach by asking the same
question in an open-ended way, that way John is forced to state who he really is. Remember, the
priests and Levites were commissioned to find out exactly who John was, therefore their
questions are being asked in an urgent fashion.

1:23) He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

John does not want the attention to be put on himself, but rather the message that he preaches,
this is why he calls himself a voice in the wilderness - a reference to Isaiah 40:3-4. Though he
said he was the voice, they (the priests and Levites) are still not satisfied and press him further in
the next two verses. In this passage, John demonstrates his meekness and humility by assuming
the position of “trailblazer.” John knows that his mission was to prepare the world for the
ministry of Christ. Do we, ourselves, have such humility?

1:24) (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)

The author offers a parenthetical here and mentions the certain sect of the Jews from whom the
priests and the Levites had been sent. The Pharisees were strict followers of the Law, so much so
that they inserted their own traditions into doctrine thus making void their faith. Throughout
Christ’s ministry, the Pharisees ask Jesus questions concerning the Law and the Prophets to test
Him.
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1:25) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor
the Prophet?”

The priests and Levites move from questioning John concerning his identity to testing him. They
want to know by what authority John is baptizing (immersing) individuals in water. The Jews
knew what baptism was even before Christ came with a superior baptism. Tradition states that
baptism, prior to the time of John the Baptist and Christ, was used as a cleansing ritual by the
Jews to introduce Gentiles into the religion. What is peculiar about this baptism is that John
wasn’t baptizing Gentiles, he was baptizing Jews. John was introducing something entirely new
before the priests’ and Levites’ eyes, a baptism that was paving the way for the coming of the
Messiah! In addition to all of this, baptism was an act that introduced one into a new
relationship. The Jews had long thought that it would be Elijah or the Messiah that would have
the privilege of initiating this new relationship, and the fact that John was neither of these would
have been frustrating to the Jews. Nonetheless, John states that his baptism is merely a precursor
to the superior baptism that is to come.

1:26-28) John answered them, “I baptize you with water, but among you stands one you do not
know, even He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

God’s own people could not recognize the Messiah even though he came in the midst of his own
people. John, here, is referencing Jesus Christ, and the coming ministry and Kingship of the
Messiah. John in his humility acknowledges that he is not worthy to even be a servant of the One
who is coming after him.

1:29-30) The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who
ranks before me, because he was before me.’

As John is baptizing in the Jordan River (Matt. 3:13), Jesus comes to him wanting to be baptized.
As Jesus is walking toward him, John declares to those who are near him that Jesus is the One he
was prophesying about. Jesus is identified as being the Lamb of God. The Jews used various
animals for sacrifices, but lambs and goats were often the animals of choice. In Exodus 12, it was
a slaughtered lamb that would protect a household from death during the Passover. The blood of
the lamb covered one from death and washed away the sins of an individual(s). John again
reiterates the fact that this is the One who is greater than he. Though John was born before the
incarnate Jesus, Jesus was before creation and time, for He was in the beginning.

1:31) I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might
be revealed to Israel.”
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Though John and Jesus are related (see the gospel of Luke), he did not know the true identity of
Jesus as the Messiah. John was getting the world ready for the coming of the Messiah, yet even
he did not know who the Messiah was going to be. This is because the Messiah was going to
reveal Himself to ALL Israel, John included, at one time.

1:32-34) And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.’ And I have seen and have bore witness that this is the Son of God. ”

John, stating what he just witnessed after baptizing Jesus, notes that the Spirit descended “from
heaven like a dove.” Why did the Spirit appear as a dove? Guy N. Woods in his commentary on
the gospel of John notes, “This bird, in oriental lands, was regarded as sacred and its presence
suggested gentleness, kindness, innocence, and peace.” All of these qualities are evident in Jesus
throughout His ministry. It shows that Jesus and the Spirit were one. There is also something
peculiar about the baptism by which Jesus baptizes - it is with the Holy Spirit. It is because of the
ministry of Christ that the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, giving them instruction and guiding
their ministries. When one is baptized into Jesus Christ, as will be discussed later, the Holy Spirit
becomes our helper (in ways that will also be discussed later).

1:35-36) The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus
as He walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”

Following the baptism of Christ, but before the Christ goes into the wilderness to be tempted by
Satan, John stands with two of his disciples to point out the Lamb of God. He must have said it
with absolute awe, for it is not the first time that he has stated this! John is absolutely amazed
that he gets to see and witness the Lamb of God in person.

1:37) The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.

The two disciples, one of whom is named in the next few passages, hear John say concerning
Jesus that He is the “Lamb of God.” That is all it took for these two men to leave John and join
Jesus. They did not even need to hear the words of Christ in order to follow Him. The ministry of
John matured these men to the point that they absolutely knew, with no doubt in their minds, that
the individual they were now following was in fact the Lamb of God.

1:38) Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they
said to him, “Rabbi” (Which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”
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Jesus, being an all-knowing God-Man, did not need to ask them a question to gain an answer for
Himself. Anytime Jesus asks a question, it is always meant for the person to whom the question
is asked. Jesus knows what and who they are seeking. By asking this question, the two men are
forced to acknowledge and confirm the identity of the One they are following. They know Jesus
to be a knowledgeable man with wisdom to share, and that is why they call Him “Rabbi.” John
the author adds a parenthetical here to elaborate in Greek the meaning of this Hebrew word.
According to Britannica, a Rabbi is “a person qualified by academic studies of the Hebrew Bible
and the Talmud to act as spiritual leader and religious leader of a Jewish community or
congregation.” Jesus was likely not an educated man in the sense that he was never trained or
held an apprenticeship under another Rabbi. Jesus’ “rabbiship” came directly from His divine
knowledge. The two men, wanting to be taught by the Teacher, ask Jesus where he is staying.

1:39) He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying,
and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.

“Come and you will see.” It is of personal opinion that this statement carries with it a double
meaning. Jesus speaks both literally and figuratively here. He takes these men to where he was
staying in the region. But in a figurative sense, once Jesus’s ministry on Earth was accomplished,
then His followers would come to understand that His true abode was Heaven all along. Every
single one of Jesus’s disciples, if they continue to follow Jesus all their life, will be able to see
where Jesus dwells. The disciples followed Christ and spent the day with Him. Some translations
translate “the tenth hour” as “four in the afternoon.” Imagine all that these two disciples learned
from their Rabbi, and in addition, imagine how close they were able to get to God Incarnate. This
was the beginning of a very close relationship between Jesus and these two disciples.

1:40) One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother.

One of John’s disciples that is not a disciple of Christ is identified as Andrew. The other disciple
is not explicitly named in this gospel, but some believe it to be John the author. I do not believe
that the other individual is John, because in Matthew’s and Mark’s gospels, John followed after
Jesus along with his brother James. Who the other individual is, I do not think anyone can be
certain. Andrew is the brother of Simon Peter, probably the most infamous of all the soon-to-be
apostles.

1:41-42) He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”
(which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon
the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).
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Andrew is the first to explicitly confess that Jesus was the Messiah. Andrew, naturally, couldn’t
help but tell his own brother, Simon, about the Messiah. John the author then explains in his
gospel what the word Messiah means for his Greek audiences. In Greek, Christos means
“anointed one.” An anointing was used to appoint a king or a high priest. This Anointed One was
prophesied about by Jewish prophets centuries prior to His coming, and many did not understand
what the true mission of the Messiah was. For centuries, Jewish leaders taught and misled the
people by stating that the Messiah would restore glory to the nation of Israel on this Earth. And
although the Messiah in a sense would revive the nation of Israel (see Galatians 6:16), the revival
would be a spiritual as opposed to a physical one. Simon was brought to Jesus, and all it took
was Jesus looking at him to tell what kind of man he would be. Simon is told by Jesus that he
would be called Cephas (in Greek, it is Peter), which means “rock” or “stone.” Peter had a solid
faith and stubbornness to him that made him stand out among the apostles. I believe it to be one
of the reasons why Jesus often “picks on” Peter throughout His ministry.

1:43-44) The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

Following Jesus’s commissioning of these four apostles, Jesus traveled to the region of Galilee.
Some of Jesus’s most influential work and teachings came from His ministry in Galilee. His own
hometown was in the region, and the homes of many of the apostles were also from this region.
Jesus found Philip of Bethsaida and commanded Philip to follow after Him. The Greek phrase
John uses here for the quotation is “Akolouthei moi.” The Greek word Akolouthei meaning
“follow or reach” can also be rendered “to be in the same way with” or “to accompany” (Strongs
190). In order for one to follow after Jesus, one must be in one accord with Jesus Christ. Philip’s
ministry as an Apostle does not get a whole lot of attention in comparison with some of the
Apostles, but one can definitely see that his teachings on conversion (see Acts 8:26ff) must have
been in alignment with the teachings of Christ on conversion. Interestingly, Philip is from the
region of Bethsaida. It is likely that Andrew, Peter, and Philip were all familiar with one another
since they were all from the same fishing community, for Bethsaida was a community that was
built around the fishing enterprise.

1:45) Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

It did not take long at all for Philip to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. Philip goes to Nathanael
(presumably a relative or a friend) and tells him of this good news of the Messiah’s coming.
Philip cites the Law and the prophets as evidence of Jesus being the Messiah. The Tanakh is
what is being referred to when he states “the Law and the prophets.” The Tanakh is a collection
of twenty-six books that partly make up the Old Testament. Therefore, the Old Testament is an
early and reliable witness to the Messiah, contrary to what Jews at that time and today may think.
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Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which was prophesied in the Tanakh; He was born of a virgin,
which again was prophesied in the Tanakh; and He came to establish a new covenant, which was
also prophesied in the Tanakh. He is the Earthly son of Joseph, a carpenter; but most importantly,
He is the Son of God.

1:46) Nathaniel said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.”

Nazareth was an insignificant town. It did not have any commercial, religious, or historical
significance. Such a great individual like the Messiah was not expected from such a small town.
Bethlehem was the place where the Messiah was to come, and He did. However, after Herod’s
massacre of the innocents... Joseph, Mary, and the infant Messiah were forced to relocate to
Egypt and then to Nazareth where He was raised. Nathanael doubted that a person like Jesus
could come from such a place. However, Philip essentially states “see for yourself.”

1:47-48) Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed,
in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

Nathanael honors Philip’s request and goes to see Jesus, despite his hesitation to admit that
anything good could come out of Nazareth. Jesus, having not even met Nathanael, is able to
identify 1) Nathanael’s Israelite heritage and 2) the pure motives of Nathanael. According to
Baker’s commentary on John, Nathanael was “one who possesses the spirit, the piety, and the
integrity which become a man who is really a Jew, who fears God and obeys his law… He is
really what he professes to be - a Jew, a descendant of the patriarch Jacob, fearing and serving
God.” (Baker 188). A true Jew was also one whose bloodline remained pure from the descension
of Jacob until the incarnate coming of Christ. The only one who would have known his own
bloodline in its entirety would have been Nathanael and his family. However, Jesus knew of the
pure bloodline of Nathanael. Nathanael was also one without deceit. Not to be confused with him
being morally perfect, Jesus is referring to the righteous motive of Nathanael. Nathanael does not
purposefully sin against the Law. Nathanael wants to know how Jesus knows of him, because
this obviously caught him off-guard. Jesus demonstrates his omniscience (all-knowingness) by
describing the whereabouts of Nathanael prior to Nathanael coming to meet Him.

1:49) Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

Once Nathanael understood that Jesus was an omniscient being, he came to believe that Jesus
was of God. Nathanael gives three descriptions of Jesus - He is the Rabbi (or Teacher as John
explained earlier), He is the Son of God (more on this later), and He is the King of Israel. This is
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a confession that acknowledges that Jesus was more than just a man, He was one with Divine
authority.

1:50-51) Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you
believe? You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
you will see heaven opened, and angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

It is only logical that a human being would seek evidence before coming to a conclusion. Jesus is
not condemning Nathanael, rather He is stating that greater things will be accomplished, and that
there will be signs that could only compliment the faith of Nathanael. Jesus then gives a
figurative statement regarding the opening of heaven and coming of angels upon the Son of Man.
This will be accomplished by Jesus when He goes to the cross, becoming a bridge between Earth
and Heaven. The description of Christ as the Son of Man is a humble one. Not only is Jesus sent
from God, He is sent in the form of human flesh for the purpose of servitude. Jesus is the Priestly
Servant King.
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